St. John’s of Lindenhurst NY moves from “attenders of church” to “disciples of Jesus”.
As the congregation celebrates the Easter season, the Evangelism and Stewardship committees will conduct a survey of the congregation that was developed by the Evangelism office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Entitled “Becoming an Evangelizing Congregation” the survey asks members to assess the quality of the mission and ministry of the parish in four specific areas:  Called to Pray – Prayer and renewal revitalizes congregations for outreach and service; People thirst for an experience with God; Prayer ministers powerfully to members and new people; Renewing Evangelical Leaders – Lay people sharing their faith impact others powerfully; Testimonies in worship strengthen faith and encourage boldness; Invitational evangelism effectively reaches new people; Teach and Multiply Disciples – The goal of discipleship involved the whole congregation; Discipleship values the gifts of all people; We equip people to connect their faith and ministry in daily life; Start and Renew Congregations – We pray for and financially support new mission starts; Our congregation values a dynamic spiritual life; We value effective communication with our community.

Results of this survey will be used in an All Leaders’ (Council, staff and other leaders in the parish) Retreat to be held in May where brainstorming will occur in the specific areas.  The results of the retreat will be prioritized by the Council and staff in planning for the future.  “Building a building is not all that we are called to be,” says Pastor Paul Milholland.  “As exciting as our Capital Campaign is, and our plans for the future expansion in mission and ministry, we must be certain that we are building up our members in a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and with each other.”

In addition to the survey, retreat and planning, Pastor Milholland will initiate a Workplace Visit program in May.  He will visit members in their places of employment, take them to lunch and ask, “Where do you see God using you in this place?”
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